
Courtown Golf Club  
 

Ladies 88th AGM  
 

Tuesday 26th November 2024 
 

It was noted that the meeting would be recorded for the purpose of taking 
minutes.  The recording will be deleted when the minutes are signed off at the 
next AGM in 2025. 
Lady Captain Mairead Carty opened the meeting by welcoming and thanking all for 
attending the meeting.   
 
A minutes silence was held out of respect for deceased members. 
 
Attendance: Lady Captain, Mairead Carty, Lady Vice Captain, Mags Greenan, 
Norma Casey, Muriel Walls, Maeve Duke, Mags Dooley, Gay Gahan, Mary Cleere, 
Margaret Jones, Laura Funge, Mary Halford, Ann Morgan, Angela Merrigan, 
Catherine Quinn, Mary Cooper, Jan Cullen, Joan Sinnott, Ita Finnerty, Ann Bernie, 
Therese Steedman, Elaine Fitzerald, Mary O’Connor, Norma Bowe, Kathleen 
Redmond, Pat Kinsella, Denise Kavanagh, Eileen O’Brien, Linda Finn, Linda McGirr, 
Angie Dooley, Tina Smith, Mona Sheehan, Jackie Cuthbert, Mary Osborne, Mairead 
Sunderland, Kay McGarry, Catherine Bennett and Lucia Redmond. 
 
Apologies: Jill Forsyth, Mary O’Connor (Dublin), Ann Codd, Carole Barnwell, Gretta 
Duke, Brenda Foster, Madge Lillis, Cecilia O’Riordan, Jackie Hamilton, Croine 
Ferguson, Bernie Collins, Brona Dore, Anne Smyth, Eileen Moriarty, Andrea Godkin, 
Bronagh Stafford, Gaye Creagh, Irene Poole, Catherine Ledwidge, Marion Siggins, 
Sally Fleming, Vivienne Brereton, Mairead Doyle and Eileen Cullen.  
 
Minutes 2023:  previously circulated and taken as read. 
 
Proposed by: Mary Osborne  Seconded by: Gay Gahan 
 
Matters arising: None 
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
Secretary’s report: previously circulated and taken as read. 
 
The Ladies’ Committee held 12 meetings from November 2023 – November 2024.   
Lady Captain Mairead represented the ladies at Management Committee meetings 
and kept us well informed of changes and projects as they progressed.  
 
Lady Captain Mairead had a very memorable year with the absolute highlight being 
the winning of the All Ireland Minor Trophy in Shannon, 21st September by the ladies 
Minor Team!  What an achievement!   
 
However, it wasn’t all about winning and teams, Lady Captain Mairead continued to 
build on the social aspect of golf, ensuring that golf competitions were available to 



people of all ages and capabilities.  A new 9 hole competition was introduced on 
Sunday afternoons for both men and women and has proved to be very popular.  
This year there was a 9 hole competition on day 1 and day 2 of Lady Captain’s prize 
and an overall prize for the two days.  This was also introduced into the President’s prize.  
This year also saw the introduction of a 9 hole competition on Open Days and this will continue. 

Unfortunately golf got off to a slow start in 2024 due to the inclement weather.   

This year, Golf Ireland introduced a new handicap system, where the 18 hole course 
handicap calculation now includes the difference between Course Rating and the Par 
of the course.  Where the Par of the course is > than the Course Rating a person will 
lose shots and where the Par is < than the Course Rating they will gain shots.  This 
means that ladies will lose 1.4 strokes from their playing handicap at a minimum in 
Courtown.  For many years lady members have felt that the course rating for the 
ladies course is incorrect and should be re-rated.  We have written to Golf Ireland 
several times requesting this.  Following the new handicapping system we wrote 
again and have now been promised to have the course re-rated next year, 2025.   
Sponsored competitions started in April and ran until September.  We again had 
fantastic sponsors this year and a huge thanks is due to them.   
Presentation nights were held once a month when all the sponsors for that month 
were invited to attend in order to encourage more attendance, this has been 
moderately successful but attendance could be improved.  We all feel that it is really 
important to show our thanks to our sponsors and know that we are very lucky to 
have them. 
Open competitions continued to have their own presentation night and these were 
well attended. 
Lady Captain’s day away was held in Coollattin on the 29th June, followed by dinner 
in Courtown GC. It was very well supported and a tremendous success.  

 

Lady Captain’s dinner took place on the 27th July, there was a fantastic attendance 
at the dinner followed by dancing until the early hours.  It was a very memorable 
night with a great atmosphere and enjoyed by all.  A great tribute to Lady Captain 
Mairead. 
Congratulations to Carole Barnwell who won Lady Captain Mairead’s prize. 
 
President Pat Donnellan’s prize took place on the 20th and 24th August.  President 
Pat’s dinner was held on the 24th August and again a great night was had by all. 
Congratulations to Lady Captain Mairead who won President Pat’s prize. 
 
Mary Cooper, as Teams Co-Ordinator, did trojan work in managing all the 
competitions that we entered as a club.  She built on last year’s success of the 
Challenge and Minor Cup teams achieving an All -Ireland win for the Minor Cup 
Team who beat Shannon in their home club of Shannon in the semi-final and Howth 
in the Final which also took place in Shannon Golf Club.  
Achievements like this don’t just happen, it is down to the hard work of a lot of 
people starting with the Lady Captain, her committee, Team’s Co – Ordinator, Team 
Manager and the team players themselves. 
Team preparation started early in the year with ladies practicing the ‘Foursomes’ 
format once a month for the Tuesday Competition and pairings formed that turned 
out to be really successful. 



The Minor Cup Team was managed by Jackie Hamilton assisted by Ann Bernie, 
what can I say, Jackie and Ann showed fantastic judgement and management skills 
in their overall management and co-ordination of the team’s pairings.   
The team were fantastic and great ambassadors for Courtown Golf Club, I think I can 
speak on behalf of everyone and say how proud we are of each and every one of 
them; Ann Codd, Angie Dooley, Ann O’Shaugnessy, Elaine Fitzgerald, Mags Dooley, 
Mary Cooper, Mary O’Connor, Tina Smith, Gay Gahan, Kate Sheehan, Mary 
Osborne, Eileen Moriarty, Michelle Stafford, Mary Kilbride and Oonagh Grehan. 
 
The Boyne Trophy team also reached the final but were unfortunately beaten by 
Killiney in Edenderry.  Our Challenge team reached the semi-final but lost to 
Blessington Lakes.  Both teams fought hard but unfortunately it wasn’t their day. 
Courtown represented by Denise Kavanagh, Catherine Bennett and Janet Ryder 
won the Valerie Doyle Perpetual Trophy in Carlow on the 7th August, huge 
congratulations to them. 
It was a fantastic achievement to get to that stage, hopefully next year we will 
continue to progress further and further.  Many thanks to all our very committed 
managers and players who give their very best to the club.  
This year we entered; The Boyne Trophy,  Intermediate Foursomes, Minor 
Foursomes, Challenge Cup, Revive Active Fourball, Leinster Women’s Trophy, 
Mixed Foursomes and Mixed Fourball.  We were also represented at the following 
competitions; Australian Spoons, Granard Cup, and the Borris Cup. 
 
Sarah Donnellan won the Silver Medal and qualified for the All- Ireland final in 
Headfort in October. 
Huge congratulations to all our medal winners;  
May – Ann O’Shaughnessy 
June – Lucia Redmond 
July – Michelle Stafford  
August – Carole Barnwell 
 
Huge congratulations is also due to Rosemary Ryan for a Hole in One on 11th of 
June on the 3rd Hole. 
  
Lady Vice Captain Mags managed the ‘Courtown Interclub Trophy’ in which 16 clubs 
took part.  This year proved again to be a tremendous success.  People were hugely 
complementary about the club, the course and the competition with many clubs 
expressing a wish to take part again next year.  Our competition’s secretary, 
Catherine Ledwidge compiled a very comprehensive volunteer rota for the 
competition so all volunteers knew their role and where they should be.  This greatly 
contributed to the success and popularity of the competition.  This year’s competition 
was won by Greystones. 
 
We again held a ‘Get into Golf ‘programme this summer, a huge thanks is due to 
Mags Dooley who put a huge amount of time and effort into co-ordinating and 
running the programme.  The programme, phase 1, commenced on the 7th May with 
21 participants finishing on the 25th June.  Fifteen participants progressed to the 
second phase which commenced on the 9th July ending 27th August.  Eight people 
so far have joined to the end of the year.  This programme has proved to be very 



profitable with a net Income of €5,214.50 for the club for 2024.  A huge thanks also 
to all the lady members who helped with the on-course section. 
 
The Christmas Hamper and Winter League competitions are now well under way, 
best of luck to all participants. 
 
A big thank you to Lady Captain Mairead for a great year.  Best of luck to Lady Vice 
Captain Mags and her incoming committee, I wish her every success for 2025. 
 
Norma Casey, Secretary, Ladies Committee 
 
Handicap Secretary Report: delivered by Muriel Walls 

 

This is my first report as Handicap Secretary. It has been interesting for me to better 
understand the World Handicap System WHS and I thank everyone who has helped 
me and shared their knowledge and experience. There were further changes in the 
WHS system in April this year. The main ones were: 
 

1. The Course handicap is now calculated as Course Rating - Par. This brings 
us into line with the most other countries, be fairer, makes 36 points on 
Stableford the target, Par + Course handicap and simpler.  

2. Scaling nine-hole scores up for handicap. With millions of cards returned for 
nine competitions all over the world the methodology/algorithm for scaling up 
to the predictive score if a player had played 18 holes is now much more 
accurate. Also, competitions run over non-standard number of holes also 
count for handicap but only if playing conditions allow,  

3. Four-ball scores are acceptable for handicap under certain conditions. 
4. The minimum length for a course to qualify for Course and slope rating is 

reduced. 
 
All of this is designed to make golf as accessible as possible to the widest number of 
people.  
We are privileged to be able to play golf. And our golf handicap index is precious. It 
is effectively a passport to play golf all over the world.  
 
We gave out 13 new handicaps to members who have gained their handicaps this 
year.  Eight women and five junior girls. Many of the women came from the Get into 
Golf programme (GIG). A lot of hard work goes into that programme and also to 
getting their cards in and handicaps allocated– so well done all involved and 
welcome to our new members. You are encouraged to keep up your golf over the 
winter months and be ready for the 2025 season when we are back to qualifying 
competitions. 
 
The WHS system gives excellent reports to each handicap committee to do the 
Annual Handicap Review AHR. I learnt an interesting fun fact that generally we only 
play to our handicap about 20% of the time! The Annual Handicap Review is taking 
place at the moment and members will be notified of any adjustment in the next few 
days. Handicaps need to be notified to Golf Ireland by 30th November.  
 



Course rating review in 2025. The Course Rating is key to our handicap. We know 
when we travel to other courses that the Course Rating of that course impacts our 
handicap.  We have received confirmation from Golf Ireland that it will conduct a 
review of the ladies’ course for course rating purposes. We hope that this may have 
a positive impact.  
 
Housekeeping. All cards must be returned to the Box if you have signed into the 
competition, even if it is bad score or you did not finish for whatever reason. Also 
please put them in the Ladies box not the men’s. 
I would like to thank my handicap committee. Capt. Mairead, Catherine Ledwidge 
Competition Secretary. Mags Dooley of GIG. All are very knowledgeable about our 
members and a great help to me during the year.  
 
Competitions Secretary’s report from Catherine Ledwidge: delivered by Norma 
Casey  
Our Qualifying competitions  didn’t start till Sunday the 28th April 2024 due to the 
incredibly wet weather we had in the first 4 months of 2024. 
From January to April 2024, there were 16 Tuesdays and we managed to play 
competitions on 12 of them.  The course was closed for 4 of the Tuesdays. 
The 12 competitions were made up of 8 Stableford, 3 Foursomes and 1 Fourball.  
Some members found playing Foursomes difficult in the early months of the year, it 
was hard to get partners and the weather was very cold for playing Foursomes. Do 
we need Foursomes In March and April of 2025 to get ready for the Inter-club 
competitions, - discuss under any other business. 
Qualifying competitions started on the 28th April and finished on the 28th September 
2024. In this period we had 21 competitions, Twelve were Stableford, Five were 
Strokes of which 3 were Straight Strokes and 2 were 7 over Par,  One Scotch 
Foursomes, Two V Par and One 2 person team event. 
Based on the numbers that played each Tuesday approx. 60%  play  the 18 hole 
competition and 40% play the 9 hole competition. 
 A Seniors competition was run on the first Thursday of every month, except for April 
which was cancelled due to bad weather. 
In January & February we had up 40 playing 
In March & April we had 40- 60 playing 
May to August we had 70-100 playing with 131 on Lady Captains Day 
September we had approx. 60 playing 
October  we had approx.50 playing 
November we had approx. 50 playing 
This year the Lady Captains Day was run over two days for both the 18 & 9 hole 
competitions. The feedback for having a two day competition for the  members who 
played in the 9 hole competition  was very positive and something we will continue. 
The Ladies & Gents  9 hole competition on a Sunday afternoon will continue, once 
there is a demand for it. 
There are a few things that members can do that  would make life a lot easier for the 
people closing competitions: 
Add your card, total both the front 9 and the back 9 and an overall total. 
Sign your card – we are still getting a number of cards not signed 
At weekend, please put your card in the box at the Ladies computer not the Men’s 
computer, as the people closing the competition have to go through all the  cards in 



the men’s box to find 1 or 2 women’s cards. Sometimes there could be as many as 
150 cards in the men’s box that we have to trawl through. 
Thanks to all the ladies on the committee that helped with closing competitions 
during the year and  a special thanks to those who are not on committee that helped 
with closing competitions this year: - Angela Merrigan, Pat Kinsella, Eileen Moriarty 
and Catherine Quinn. 
Thanks to Gay for all her help and support throughout the year and also Mairead 
Sunderland and Eimear in the office. 
Thanks to Margaret Jones who covered for me while I was recovering from surgery 
and who will also cover for me from the 14th December to 31st January 2025 while I 
am away. 
Well done to Lady Captain Mairead on a very successful year and best wishes to 
Mags and her committee for 2025. 
 
Junior Convenor’s Report from Adrian Copeland: delivered by Mags Greenan  
More kids playing golf. 
This year saw a huge increase in the amount of junior members across all age 
categories. With probably the biggest increase coming in the 13-15 year old age 
category. In total there was 220 paid up junior members generating €27,564 in 
membership revenue for the club. These juniors pay a fee ranging between €57 and 
€202 depending on their age and how many years they have been a member. We 
continue to adopt a policy of high volume of juniors at a relatively low entry cost. 
Naturally there will be drop off but I believe this approach is working well to 
introducing a large number of kids to golf in Courtown golf club. I believe we should 
continue with this approach and we will continue to reap the rewards in years to 
come as well as the significant revenue they generate currently. Despite this 
approach, having a lot of beginners starting at the one time can cause a few 
problems and it was necessary to stop taking new junior boy members as we were at 
capacity.  
New junior policy 
We want our juniors to progress, get their handicap down and go on and represent 
the club in future teams. To do this, we encourage our juniors to play as often as 
they can. However, there were occasions when juniors were putting their names 
down at inappropriate times. There was also times when juniors were playing the 
course without the appropriate skill or supervision. Playing with their friends is key to 
their enjoyment of the game and we want to maintain this but put some guidelines 
around it. A new junior policy was introduces and circulated to all juniors. It outlines 
who and when they can access the course. 
Qualified Junior Member (QJM) and Junior Member (JM) 
We introduced this status on clubnet as a way for members to recognise if they are 
putting their name down with juniors, particularly in competitions. A QJM is a junior 
who has achieved the necessary handicap if 24 for boys and 40 for girls to be 
eligible to play in all adult competitions. They have also passed a test on the rules of 
golf. QJM status is not age dependant. A (JM) may still play golf on competition days 
at off peak times only but they are not eligible to play in the competition. 
Practice Facility 
The opening of the practice facility has been a fantastic addition to the junior section. 
Having this facility is part of the reason we have had such an increase in junior 
members this year. It is well used and we have seen a lot of handicaps come 
tumbling down from those who use it. I expect us to see a lot more juniors playing off 



single figures soon. It has been a much easier to host practice sessions and we have 
had 3-4 lessons available per week over the summer period for our juniors to attend 
and the quality of those practice sessions has improved. As time progresses, we will 
improve the way we deliver practice sessions to get the most out of the sessions and 
it will be a great addition for many years. It may be a good idea to include a ticket to 
the range for all junior members as part of their membership fee to encourage them 
to use it outside of supervised practice sessions.  
Competitions 
As we have done over the last number of years, we have held bi weekly junior 
competitions. These have been well supported and usually between 20-30 play each 
day. We took a team of 6 boys to Kilkenny to the U15 interclub. There was some 
great golf on the day but we lost out on the 21th hole in the last match against a 
team of very low handicap players. Our Cadets took part in the golf sixes inter-club 
league with Wexford and Roslare. 
Girls golf.  
While boys golf in Courtown is very strong from a playing numbers point of view; The 
same cannot be said for girls golf and we have a lot more work to do in attracting 
and keeping junior girls. This will be the focus for next season. Golf Ireland have run 
some good initiatives aimed at junior girls. 10 girls from Courtown attended a girl’s 
festival of golf day in Greystones that was focused on fun games, social activities as 
well as playing some holes. We have run a girl’s introduction to golf block of lessons 
for 10 complete beginners through September and October and have had great 
feedback from this and we will continue to run similar programs. We have held girls 
only lessons during the summer. However more need to be done. A key factor in 
attracting girls is the environment. They need to be made feel welcome and they 
need to play with their peers. They are often self-conscious about playing a difficult 
game like golf in front of others. A stepped approach to build confidence in a fun 
environment is key. This is difficult as there simply isn’t enough girls to have a 
competition with just girls. It is also difficult to build a golf community with so few girls 
a critical mass is needed. We will aim to address this with further introduction to golf 
lessons, linking with the schools and running girls golf initiatives. If you have an 
interest in helping out with this, I would love to hear from you.  
 
If you were in the club on any day or evening during the summer you would see lots 
of kids out playing golf with their friends. Enjoying themselves and their golf. That to 
me is the measure of a very successful year in Junior golf. 
 
Adrian Copeland, Junior Convenor 
 
Lady Captain Mairead’s Address for our 88th AGM: 
Lady Vice Captain Mags and members, thank you for coming to our 88th AGM. This 
is a time to let your voice be heard and let us know your concerns, etc. 
Firstly, I want to thank Eileen Moriarty for nominating me to be Captain for 2024. It 
has been a great privilege and honour to be Captain of ye lovely ladies and this great 
club. It has been a wonderful year and I have thoroughly enjoyed it. 
 
We had several successes on the golf course but winning the Minor 4somes All 
Ireland has been the highlight of the year. A big congratulations to the team and 
Team Managers, Jackie Hamilton and Ann Bernie. Enormous preparation and hard 
work went into this event and we reaped the rewards. 



Also the Boyne Trophy team did very well to get to the final this year. They were 
beating by Killiney and thanks to Ann Codd and Mary Cooper for managing this 
team. Our Challenge team got to the Leinster Semi-final, another great achievement, 
as most of those ladies never played on a team before, and thanks to Mary Osborne 
and Laura Funge for looking after those Ladies 
The men could take a leaf out of our book. But seriously, none of this comes easy. 
We had enthusiastic managers and hard working golfers on the teams. 
Another great success this year was the club hosting   the Interclub Trophy 
competition and thanks to Vice Captain Mags Greenan for the smooth running of this 
competition.  We were able to showcase our lovely course and club house to 16 
visiting teams. 
Three Courtown ladies went on to win the Valarie Doyle Cup and congratulations to 
them, Denise Kavanagh, Catherine Bennett and Janet Ryder.  
 
Our Club also received Women in Golf, Gold Charter this year, making women and 
men equal partners. 
 
I want to specially mention Mags Dooley and her volunteers for their hard work and 
dedication to organising the Get into Golf Programme. It is great to see the new 
ladies joining our club. 
 
It takes a lot of work and cooperation to run the ladies section of this club and our 
hard working committee did that this year in style. I sincerely want to thank them for 
stepping up to the task this year. It has been wonderful working with them all. 
A special thanks to Mairead Sunderland and Margaret Jones for their help and 
wisdom and keeping me on the straight and narrow. 
 
There is very few people would really appreciate what the Management Committee 
do, led by Paul McDonald. But believe me, they work extremely hard for the benefit 
of our club. A big thank you to them. 
 
What can I say about Mary and Mick and the other staff behind the bar. They are 
exceptional people who look after us all so well. Also Anslem and the restaurant 
Staff , who feed us lovely food, a big thank you to them also. 
The golf season is not finished yet, we are in the middle of our Winter League, 
organised by Norma Casey and Carole Barnwell. The Matchplay is just finished and 
we still have the Christmas Fare to look forward to on 10th Dec. 
I can’t forget to mention James Timmons and his staff for looking after the course. It 
was in super condition this summer. 
I will remember, with great fondness, my Lady Captains Day in July. The sun shone 
and all ye ladies turned out to support me. It has been a very special year for me and 
this is due to your friendship, support and respect that you have shown me and 
thank you for making my Captains year so memorable and enjoyable. 
 
Thank You. 
 
 
Motions/Proposals: None 
 
AOB: 



Denise Kavanagh asked if there was any way we could encourage more ladies to 
play in the weekend competitions.  Denise made the point that we fought long and 
hard for equality and to have equal rights to play at weekends, but that we may lose 
that right if we don’t have enough ladies playing 18 hole competitions in the summer 
months.  In the long run this may effect new members joining or working ladies who 
can’t play except at the weekends. She said she appreciated that some people are 
unable to play 18 holes but that in the winter months this is reduced to 12,13 or 14, 
which is only a few more holes than the 9.  She said that she also appreciated that 
playing against men in 4 balls, who have more shots than us, is not easy, but that 
most weekends there is a singles competition on one of the days, other clubs 
encourage the people who play 9 holes to graduate to play 18 holes when they 
reach a certain standard and that this is in fact how she started to play.  She said 
that she felt that when ladies start to play 18 holes, they really improve.  She finished 
by asking if the committee could find some way of encouraging more ladies to play 
18 holes at the weekends. 
Lady Captain Mairead said that Denise had made a very good point and that she 
had looked at the weekend competitions and that they were very poorly attended.  
She said that we had introduced the 9 hole competition on Sundays in the hope of 
encouraging the ladies that play 9 holes on a Tuesday to play at the weekend but 
while this has proved somewhat successful, it is not as well supported as was 
hoped.  Denise felt that this competition is taking away from people playing 18 holes. 
Therese Steedman disagreed and felt that 18 holes on a Sunday was a bigger 
commitment as we are playing with men and that it takes a lot longer to play than our 
Tuesday competition.  LC Mairead suggested  having a mixed competition e.g. 
mixed fourball but it was felt that the men would not agree to this. 
LC Mairead asked Denise if she had solutions herself, Denise replied that she felt 
that if we run an 18 hole and an 9 hole competition on a Sunday that one will take 
from the other.  She suggested that it might work if we had the 9 hole on the day that 
we have any combination Fourball but that if we have it on the same day as the 18 
hole it isn’t going to work.  She said we don’t want men to get the idea that women 
only want to play 9 holes, we fought long and hard for the right to play 18 holes at 
the weekend and that we want to keep it. 
Mary Cooper said she that felt it was a personal choice for women and that a lot of 
women don’t have the time to play 18 holes on a Sunday but can play 9.  She said 
that she herself could almost certainly not play 18 on a Sunday where she can on a 
Saturday.  She did agree that we don’t want to lose the right to play 18 holes on a 
Sunday. 
Norma Casey made the point that people do not have the option to play the ladies 
Tuesday competition at the weekend which is an option in a lot of other clubs and 
that it might act as a deterrent for new working ladies joining.   
Eileen O’Brien agreed with this and said that as a working woman herself she felt it 
would be very welcome as she can’t play on Tuesdays once it starts to get dark in 
the evenings.  Eileen said that currently what discourages her playing on a Saturday 
is that she has to play with random men, she said she has no objection to playing 
with men but that she would prefer to play with some women early in the morning.  
She suggested that maybe starting a ‘WhatsApp’ group of ladies who are interested 
in playing early on Saturdays might work. 
LC Mairead asked LVC Mags if she had any ideas, LVC Mags said she doesn’t often 
doesn’t know whether or not she can play at the weekend until late and when she 
goes to book it’s very full with Fourballs of men and very few women so she is put off 



playing.  She said that ‘WhatsApp’ might work and said she would meet up with 
Denise to discuss further.  She also said that there is a feeling in the club that there 
are people who play 18 holes and other people who only play 9 holes and they need 
to be encouraged to play more holes especially in the winter when it may be only a 
few more holes e.g. 12 holes. 
Mona Sheehan made the point that there are some people that can only play 9 
holes. She said that while she agreed with Denise and heard what she was saying 
she said that she felt that some people can only play 9 holes and that they shouldn’t 
be forgotten.  Mona said that this was the first year we could play a 9 hole 
competition at the weekend and she felt it had been well supported. 
Lucia Redmond said that she found it hard to get her name down to play at the 
weekend because it was nearly always full and that there were very few times when 
women were playing.  She agreed with Mary that she would also prefer to play on a 
Saturday and that a ‘WhatsApp’ group would be great. 
  
Mary Cooper asked about our club T-Shirt.  LC Mairead said that she had been 
planning on raising this issue later on and that she was going to recommend that we 
wear green T-Shirts and that she was going to ask for a vote to see that everyone 
was agreeable to it.  She then asked for raised hands for people who agree to the 
wearing of a green T-Shirt for team matches home and away. 
Tina Smith interjected with the fact that while she liked the colour green she didn’t 
like the fabric of the T-Shirt and felt that they weren’t very flattering, they showed 
every lump and bump.  LC Mairead explained that the company who made the T-
Shirts were the only ones that did that actual colour.  Mary Cooper added that 
Enniscorthy have now got the same T-Shirt and it is made by ‘Ping’. 
Eileen O’Brien made the point that there are too many clubs wearing Navy and 
White. 
Laura Funge made the point that Navy and White are our club colours and that all 
our paper work is Navy and White she said that we fought for that and asked why 
change now. 
LC Mairead explained that we are not trying to change the club colour just the ladies 
team colour so that we can be recognized when we are playing a match.  Catherine 
Quinn agreed that we are not trying to change the club colour and suggested that we 
look at ‘green’ as an alternate when we are playing matches.  
Tina asked then if she could clarify that this was actually what LC Mairead was 
suggesting from the beginning, that we are not trying to change the club colours just 
that we can have green as our colour when we are playing team matches.  Tina said 
that it was greatly admired when they were  playing in Shannon and that the majority 
of clubs wore Navy and White and couldn’t be identified. 
Eileen O’Brien asked if it would be possible for supporters to buy the green T-Shirts, 
LC Mairead replied that yes she was sure Paul (Pro-shop) would get them if we 
requested them.  Joan Sinnott suggested that a solution to avoiding the ‘lumps and 
bumps’ created by the material of the T-Shirts might be to get a green Gilet, she said 
that when she was playing against Killiney in the ‘Boyne Cup’ they had Gilets and 
they looked really well.   
Mairead Sunderland asked, if we are changing the team colour, even though our 
corporate colours are navy and white, why is green the colour?  Is there another 
colour?  She said that there is a problem with Enniscorthy Golf Club they’ve had that 
colour for so long.  Mairead asked, if we are playing on teams and the team is mixed, 
are the men going to wear green as well or are we going to be different when we 



have tried so long for equality.  LC Mairead answered that she thought that we would 
not be asking the men to wear green, that we would wear navy and white.  Mairead 
then asked why, if we want to be distinguished, would we wear white when playing 
mixed and green playing singles.  She felt that if we are going to keep navy and 
white as our colour and only change it when playing on teams that we are then 
changing it. 
Mary Osborne asked what we would do if we were playing against our neighbours 
Enniscorthy?  She then suggested a compromise that has been done in the past;  
that we wear navy and white until we reach a final and then maybe the club would 
provide green T-shirts. 
LC Mairead explained how the colour green had been picked; she said that last year 
when Eileen Moriarty was LC, they were at a lot of matches and most of the teams 
were wearing navy and white.  Eileen was wearing green that day and suggested it 
to Mairead who really liked it.  They were not aware that Enniscorthy wore green as 
their colour. 
Mairead Sunderland then suggested that if we wanted to stand out maybe we could 
wear a different colour hat or visor. 
LVC Mags said that she certainly didn’t want to start off her year fighting over colours 
and that she felt Mary’s suggestion of wearing navy and white until we got further on 
in a competition and then have the option.  She said she didn’t think it was worth 
causing a lot of trouble within the club and she got the impression that people were 
50:50. She suggested that maybe we should vote on a compromise. 
LC Mairead then asked for a vote, some people didn’t vote at all, most people voted 
in favour of a wearing green as a compromise and leaving navy and white as the 
club colours and a few voted against.  LC Mairead commented that some people 
didn’t seem to have made up their minds but that we had talked enough about it and 
the committee next year would have to decide. 
 
Therese Steedman raised the issue of men playing in the middle of the Ladies Day, 
LC Mairead said that she would talk to John Sheridan, the men’s competition 
secretary about that. 
 
Catherine Quinn put forward a query on behalf of Catherine Ledwidge regarding the 
need for more Foursomes, Fourball and team events during the year.  Pat Kinsella 
expressed her feeling that it is very difficult at times to get partners for these 
competitions especially early in the year.  LVC Mags explained that last year we had 
experimented with foursomes in order to practice for interclub competitions and that 
it hadn’t worked because the weather was so bad early in the year.  She said that 
she had discussed this with Mary Cooper, Teams Co-Ordinator and John Sheridan 
and that they were looking at organizing team practices on Fridays next year. 
 
Mary Cooper informed everyone that we have now entered the interclub 
competitions as the closing date for next year is 1st December this year.  We have 
entered the same competitions as last year with the exception of one of the mixed 
teams.  We have only entered one mixed team competition.  Mary asked anyone 
who is interested in playing in any of the competitions to put their name on the list 
that was circulating or to send her a text. 
Pat Kinsella raised the issue of trying to pick a team when people are already on 
other teams.  LVC Mags said that they would try to get better co-ordination between 
the teams next year. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Election of officers for 2025 
 

 
Nominee 

 
Position 

 
Proposed by 

 
Seconded by 

 
Mags Greenan 

 
Lady Captain 

 
Mairead Carty 

 
Norma Casey 
 

 
Norma Casey 
 

 
Lady Vice Captain 

 
Mags Greenan 

 
Mairead Carty 

 
 
Lucia Redmond 
 

 
 
Hon Secretary 

 
 
Mags Greenan 

 
 
Norma Casey 

 
Muriel Walls 

 
Handicap 
Secretary 

 
Norma Casey 

 
Jan Cullen 

 
Catherine 
Ledwidge 

 
Competitions Sec 

 
Muriel Walls 

 
Mags Dooley 

 
Maeve Duke 

 
Member 

 
Kay McGarry 

 
Muriel Walls 
 

 
Margaret Dooley 

 
Member 

 
Jan Cullen 

 
Maeve Duke 

 
Joan Sinnott 

 
Member 

 
Jan Cullen 

 
Mags Dooley 

 
Linda McGirr 

 
Member 

 
Mags Dooley 

 
Joan Sinnott 

 
Kay McGarry 

 
Member 

 
Linda McGirr 

 
Jan Cullen 
 

 
Una Bolger 

 
Member 

 
Mags Greenan 
 

 
Linda McGirr 

 
 



All nominees were deemed elected. 
 
Transfer of Pin of Office 
 
LC Mairead then asked LVC Mags if she would like to say a few words. 
LC Mags thanked Mairead for picking her and said that it really was a great honour, 
she said that as she looked down and saw all the past captains in front of her that 
she wanted to thank them, for building the club up to be such a fantastic club. 
She said that Mairead would be a very hard act to follow, that she was always on 
time, always available and above all, always all-inclusive and that if she does nothing 
else this year, that when she looks back at her year she hopes that she will have got 
to know everyone, all the new faces, she said she’s brutal at names so for people to 
please come up to her.  She said that she remembered being the shy little girl who 
had just joined and that while the club is very welcoming it is nerve wrecking to put 
your name on the time sheet when you don’t know anyone.  She said that next year 
her name will be on its own on the time sheet and that she hopes people will join her. 
She also suggested that people break up their little groups on occasions and play 
with other people. 
 
Mairead Carty then said that before LC Mags closed the meeting that she would like 
to congratulate Catherine Quinn on becoming our President and wished her the very 
best of luck. 
Lady Captain Mairead then passed on the Pin of Office to Mags. 
Lady Captain Mags congratulated Catherine Quinn on her new role as President and 
also acknowledged our past President Bronagh Stafford who was unable to attend 
due to illness. 
LC Mags then presented Mairead with a bouquet of flowers. 
LC Mags concluded the meeting. 


